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chamber, and after thanking him, promised on the
morrow to Instruct his master carefully in all
the different points of etiquette. So the councillor
seeing the miser's glee rejoiced at the success
of his plan; and having taken his leave returned
home in high spirits. But Kamei Sanaa, little
thinking how his vassal had propitiated his enemy,
lay brooding over his vengeance, and on the fol-
lowing morning at daybreak went to Court in
solemn procession.

When Kotsuke no Suke met him his manner
had completely changed, and nothing could ex-
ceed his courtesy. "You have come early to Court
this morning, my Lord Kamei," said he. "I can-
not sufficiently admire your zeal. I shall have the
honour to call your attention to several points of
etiquette to-day. I must beg your lordship to
excuse my previous conduct, which must have
seemed very rude; but I am naturally of a cross-
grained disposition, so I pray you to forgive me."
And as he kept on humbling himself and making
fair speeches, the heart of Kamei Sama was
gradually softened, and he renounced his inten-
tion of killing him. Thus, by the cleverness of his
councillor, was Kamei Sama, with all his house,
saved from ruin.

Shortly after this Takumi no Kami, who had
sent no present, arrived at the castle, and Kotsuke
no Suke turned him into ridicule even more than
before, provoking him with sneers and covered